Dear


Last year we wrote to you about our new exciting online platform called Sparx Maths and we are delighted to announce that we will continuing to use this during this academic year. Sparx Maths provides a highly personalised weekly homework to students, tailored to their attainment level and working speed. 

The Sparx homework is set weekly and it will appear on Satchel One to remind students to complete it.

We know you want to support your child’s maths progress, so we are sending this letter to remind you how Sparx works and how you can help your child complete their homework each week.

What is Sparx Maths Homework?
· Sparx provides personalized homework to each child, with questions that are challenging yet achievable, and tailored to their learning needs.
· The majority of each week's homework will be based on recently learnt topics, but it will also include some questions from previous topics to help reinforce their learning.
· Students access their homework on their online Sparx account, where they’ll get immediate feedback for each question about whether their answer was correct or they need to have another try.
· While homework is accessed online, it is predominantly a written homework and students should record their work in their workbooks. Sparx has a”bookwork checks” system to help students form this habit.
· Every question in Sparx has a support video attached to that your child can get help independently.
How can you help your child with their homework?
· Provide a quiet space for your child to focus on their homework each week.
· Encourage them to start their homework early so they can get help from their teacher before the deadline if they get stuck. To ensure no gaps form in your child's maths knowledge, homework is not marked as complete until all of the compulsory questions have been answered correctly. 
· Check the weekly email you’ll get from Sparx and praise your child for starting or completing their homework. Encourage them to finish it before the deadline if they haven’t already done so.
· Try not to help your child with a question until they’ve had a go first. It is essential they try to complete their homework independently so that Sparx can give them questions that are at the right level for them. Remember they can watch the support videos if they need to.

[bookmark: _Hlk144922859]To support the students with their Sparx homework, we offer two workshops 
Tuesday 12:30 to 13:00 in computing 2
Tuesday 3:15 to 4:15 in computing 2
Workshops are designed to support the students with their Sparx homework. They will take place in Computing 2 and so they will have access to computers and there will be a member of the Maths department available to help explain the questions.

The vast majority of the students embraced this new homework and completed 100% of their homework on time every week. We were really pleased with their positive attitude and hope it continues this year.

Unfortunately though, a small minority of students did not show the same positive attitude and instead they failed to complete their homework. We would therefore like to clarify out expectations and the subsequent consequences to ensure everyone is clear.

· It is expected that students complete a minimum of 85% or 1 hour of homework. This is easily achievable over the course of a week with correct focus and planning.

· If a student has completed less than 85% or one hour of homework they will receive a C2 detention with their class teacher.

· If a student does not attend the C2 detention and does not have a valid reason then it will be escalated to a C3 detention with the Head of Maths.

· If a student has three C2 detentions in a half term then this will also result in a C3 detention.

We hope you agree that Sparx will play an exciting and important role in growing your child’s understanding, success and confidence in maths.

Please do get in touch with Mrs J Smith (jsmith@ng6.unity-ed.uk),  the Head of Maths, if you have any queries regarding this matter. Please do not reply directly to this email. 

Kind regards

Mathematics department




